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CAMPUS REPORTING

Alabama Students Gather at the Student
Center for SEC Championship Watch Party

By Kai Schultz

Photo from original submitted story.

TUSCALOOQOSA, Ala. - The atmosphere inside the Ferguson Student Center was charged with anticipation
Saturday as the University of Alabama University Programs hosted a campus-wide watch party for the
SEC Championship game. More than 200 students and faculty gathered on Dec. 6 to witness the Crimson
Tide play the Georgia Bulldogs in the SEC Championship. The event, held in the center’s main ballroom,
offered students space to view the matchup, complete with refreshments and food.

University Programs staff said the event was designed to replicate the energy of alive stadium experience for
students unable to travel to Atlanta for the game. "We wanted to make sure that every student, regardless of
whether they could get aticket to the actual game, felt like they were part of the action,” said Katelyn

Y ammar, a member of the University Programs planning committee. "The noise level in hererivaled
Bryant-Denny Stadium.

It shows just how invested this campusisin the team's success." The evening featured large projection
screens and an appearance by Big Al, the university’ s mascot. As the game progressed, the crowd’ s reaction
shifted from tense silence to raucous cheering during key plays.

JalyciaWilliams, afreshman studying nursing, attended the party with her sorority sisters and noted that the
event brought the student body together. "It’s one thing to watch it in your dorm, but being surrounded by
hundreds of people wearing crimson creates atotally different vibe," Williams said.
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"When we scored that touchdown, | couldn't even hear myself scream. It was a nice way to end the semester."
University administrators viewed the event as a success for campus engagement, highlighting the importance
of providing safe, on-campus social opportunities during large athletic events.

"Events like this watch party are essential for building community," said Dr. Elena Ross, a board member for
the University of Alabama Division of Student Life. " Seeing students from all different majors and
backgrounds come together to support the university is exactly what we strive for.

It reinforces the bond we all share as part of the Tide family." Following the strong turnout, organizers are
discussing plansto host similar viewing events for the upcoming College Football Playoff schedule.



